
MINE HEALTH AND SAFETY 
ACCIDENT STATISTICS

Q2  KZN TRIPARTITE FORUM



01/01/2019 - 

16/11/2019

01/01/2020 - 

16/11/2020
% change

Total fatal 

accidents** 

2019

Total fatal 

accidents** 

2020

% change
01/01/2019 - 

16/11/2019

01/01/2020 - 

16/11/2020
% change

Total 41 50 22 41 36 -12 2230 1498 -33

Gold 12 23 92 12 16 33 692 499 -28

Coal 6 9 50 6 6 0 204 120 -41

Platinum 17 14 -18 17 10 -41 1052 651 -38

Other 6 4 -33 6 4 -33 282 228 -19

* Provisional figures

01/01/2019 - 

16/11/2019

01/01/2020 - 

16/11/2020
% change

Total fatal 

accidents

Total fatal 

accidents
% change

01/01/2019 - 

16/11/2019

01/01/2020 - 

16/11/2020
% Change

Total 41 50 22 41 36 -12 2230 1498 -33

Western Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 13 8

Northern Cape 1 1 0 1 1 0 84 78 -7

Free State 5 7 40 5 4 -20 198 160 -19

Eastern Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 200

KwaZulu/Natal 0 1 100 0 1 100 30 15 -50

Mpumalanga 7 9 29 7 6 -14 197 127 -36

Limpopo 4 7 75 4 4 0 157 112 -29

Gauteng 6 12 100 6 10 67 374 278 -26

Klerksdorp 1 3 200 1 1 0 150 82 -45

Rustenburg 17 10 -41 17 9 -47 1027 630 -39

Fatalities* Injuries*

Actual Actual

Region

Fatalities* Injuries*

Actual Actual



accidents

The operator of the front end loader was removing the wet material from 

stockpile  in order to gain access to load dry material to feed the plant.  In 

the process of tipping the wet material, the machine started lifting at the 

counter balance due to heavy material on the buckets and machine drove 

with front wheel until it stopped against the plinth of a conveyor belt. 



accidents

On  the 24 June 20 at approximately 19:30, the Miner blasted at L5 split 35, 

after the blast he noticed that a fall of ground had occurred.  The area was 

barricaded off and the fall of ground was reported to the Shift Overseer and 

Mine Manager.  The Rock Engineer was called out to do an investigation and 

report to follow.



Accidents

On the 25th of June 2020 afternoon the Miner of section 2 was busy doing 

the initial examination and found that they blasted a face in L5 and there 

was some smouldering coal on the top right hand hole.



accidents

On the 20th July 2020, at approximately 21:30, Mr X was drilling in Panel 

C004w, L4, when a piece of rock dislodged from the roof, hitting him on the 

left shoulder.  The Shift Boss, Mr Z, rendered first aid and he was 

transported to surface and taken to the Medi-Clinic for medical attention.  

Mr X sustained a soft tissue injury. 



accidents

On 29th July 2020, at approximately 12:30, Mr D attempted to remove a 

piece of rock from Conveyor Belt no. 9.  His right hand index finger got 

caught between the rock and the belt structure, causing a laceration and a 

fracture.  First aid was rendered and he was taken to surface to consult the 

Occupational Nurse.  He was then taken to Medi-Clinic for further medical 

attention. 



accidents

On the 6th August, at 09:00, Mr J, whilst transporting employees 

underground, drove to close to a panel at Belt Drive 6.  He hooked a cable, 

causing the cable to hit the side of the LDV, causing a soft tissue injury to 

Mr. Z on his LHS Shoulder.  Mr Z was taken to the Mine Medical Station.  He 

was later taken to the Medi-Clinic to ensure no serious harm was sustained.  



accidents

Whilst the section miner was testing for gas L1 road using Section GDI No 

031857 after power failure from the section switches, which are supplying 

power to the force fan in L1.  The miner detected flammable gas that went 

into over-range.  The tri-sensor record 1.7% in return airway for the first 

time in this section. 



accidents
On Saturday .03 October 2020, the dredge at Mining Pond took in water and sank.  

At the time of the incident, the dredge was on stoppage for trouble shooting on 

the main pump gearbox which had high oil temperature.  To do this work safely, 

the ladder was isolated and pinned.  After the gearbox oil was replaced and 

problem resolved, the dredge was deisolated and the team tried to release and 

lower the ladder.  The ladder drive kept on tripping and the team was not able to 

lower the ladder.  The dredge started taking on water from the forward pontoons 

and progressively flooded to a point where it started to the port side and 

eventually sank.  There were fortunately no injuries from the incident. 



accidents

At the beginning of the shift at 05h20 on 29 Oct 2020, whilst preparing to 

start screening, the employee was setting up her work area and doing damp 

dusting (sanitizing). While doing damp dusting, the employee accidentally 

tripped against the table and fell to the floor.  The employee sustained a 

fracture injury to her right wrist.  



accidents

Well wishes for festive season let 

strive for zero harm and enjoy our 

well deserve rest.

Thank you !!


